1194                              INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS
The plant is acrid, bitter, sweetish; digestible, laxative, cooling,
tonic, alteiati\e, alexiteric, antipyretic, improves appetite, voice,
memoiy; cures leucoderma, anaemia, urinary discharges, diseases of
the blood, bronchitis, inflammations, fevers, " kapha", biliousness,
enlargement of the spleen, thirst, asthma, smallpox; used in insanity
(Ayurveda)
The plant has a bitter, bad taste, soporific, sedative to the nerves,
tome, cardiotonic, hectic, stomachic, carminative, diuretic; clears
the voice and the brain; cures hiccough, asthma, bronchitis, scalding
of urine, headache; improves appetite (Yunani).
The plant is considered a useful alterative and tonic in diseases
of the skin, nerves, aad blood In some parts of India, the people
are in the habit of taking the powdered dried leaves with milk for
improving their memory, and as an alterative tonic.
The leaves are said to be useful in syphilitic skin diseases, both
externally and internally; and on the Malabar Coast, the plant is
one of the remedies for leprosy. Dr. A. Hunter, after trying it in
the Madras Leper Hospital, came to the conclusion that it had no
elaim to consideration as a specific in leprosy, but found it most use-
ful in ameliorating the symptoms and improving the general health.
In Bombay, it is a popular remedy for the slight dysenteric
derangements of the bowels to -which children are subject; three or
four leaves are given with cumin and sugar, and the pounded leaves
are applied to the navel. In the Konkan, one or two leaves are given
every morning to cure stuttering; and the juice is applied (generally
as a lep \vith Cadaroba hark, ghi, and black cumin) to skin eruptions
supposed to arise from heat of blood.
In Java, according to Horsfield, the leaves are considered
diuretic.
In Ceylon, the leaves are taken as a tonic and blood purifier;
also for indigestion, nervousness, and dysentery.
In Indo China^ the plant is considered diuretic. It is used inter-
nally as an alterative tonic, and externally as a stimulant.
The entire plant is used by vaidyans in derangement of the
three humours. Tie leaves are used as diuretic and are said to be
beneficial in skin diseases, especially in leprosy. For leprosy it is